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For the Ukrainian crisis consist of 3 major phases: Euromaydan, Seizure of Crimea and War in the Eastern Ukraine, we will pay some attention towards each of these parts.
Euromaydan
On November 20th Victor Yanukovich announced abandonment of Association Agreement with the European Union, which automatically meant seeking closer ties with Moscow. That was his first major mistake. As a result roughly a thousand people came to Independence Square in the heart of Kyiv who openly demonstrated disagreement with the policy change demanding signing the Agreement. A week later there were less than 300 protesters left and everything indicated that the demonstration was going to break up. This is where Mr. Yanukovich made his second mistake – a bloody police crackdown on the protest resulted in 79 being wounded and 3 people disappearing. The next day 300 000 people came out on Kyiv streets and the Revolution of Dignity began. It eventually resulted in the toppling of Yanukovich who fled to Russia, although we paid for this with the lives of more than 110 conscious patriotic Ukrainians.
Crimea
Just after interim government was organized, the first signs of pro-Russian activity appeared in the Crimean Peninsula. "Little green men", equipped with the latest Russian weapons occupied most of the important spots in Crimean cities. Meanwhile, pro-Russian protests burst out and blood was spilled in clashes with pro-Ukrainian Crimean Tatars who came out to show their solidarity with Ukraine. As the Ukrainian government decided not to cause even more deaths just after the violations in Kyiv, no aggressive military actions from Ukrainian side were taken on the peninsula. As a result all strategic spots were taken by Russian soldiers in just 3 weeks so that before the so-called "referendum" took place, Crimea was de-facto under control of separatists. Although the "referendum" was unanimously condemned by international community, it was joyfully recognized by Russia which incorporated Crimea to its territory days later.
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Situation in Eastern Ukraine
It is hard to say when exactly Russia’s invasion of eastern Ukraine began. But while Ukrainian society was still shocked because of the Crimean invasion, Pro-Russian separatists seized control of government buildings in the eastern cities of Donetsk and Luhansk, calling for a referendum on independence.

It was the same Crimean scenario of a discrete invasion. The suddenly appeared Pro-Russian separatists claimed that they do not trust Kyiv’s government and therefore decided to establish the so-called Donetsk Peoples Republic and Luhansk Peoples Republic. There are three key factors to explain why the seizure of governmental building was possible in Eastern Ukraine.

· The first factor is time: just one month had passed since Maidan protests which overthrew Yanukovych. However, his corrupt regime affected all branches of the judiciary and the police in all Ukrainian regions, especially in Eastern Ukraine where Yanukovych comes from. Corrupt judges and police officers knew they would have to assume responsibility for their actions during Yanukovych regime, as the parties that opposed Yanukovych came to power in Kyiv. That is why they had no minor desire to be loyal to Kyiv and to protect Ukrainian interests when pro-Russian separatists appeared.
· The second factor is the traditional passiveness of the population in Eastern Ukraine. For instance, an attempt to seize the governmental building also happened in the Southern Ukrainian city of Odesa, which is the second strategic point to access Black Sea after Crimea. However, it failed because the citizens there are much more active when it comes to defend their own interests.
· Finally, the third factor is the support Russian Federation provides to separatists. 
Since May, Pro-Russian separatists led various attacks on Ukrainian border HQ in Lugansk and shot down a Ukrainian military transport plane over Lugansk killing 49 people on board.

Ukrainian government did not introduce the State of Emergency because it would be impossible to hold Presidential elections scheduled for May 25. The elections were the best way to legitimize Kyiv’s new government and show that a pro-democracy movement that started at Maidan enjoyed a wide support among the population of Ukraine.

The conflict continued to escalate. In order to solve the situation, the newly elected President Poroshenko proposed a peaceful plan: a unilateral ceasefire for 7 days (20-27 of June). During this period all the separatist were allowed to leave country without persecution.  On July 1st. Poroshenko ended the polemics about ceasefire and launched military operations against pro-Russia rebels.

However, it was not until the rebels shot down Malaysian Airlines flight MH17, that the West started to realize how significant the conflict is. 

To conclude:

This October 2014, UN Human Rights Office said the number of victims of military hostilities in the east of Ukraine is almost 3 thousand 800 hundred people. Over 8 thousand have been wounded to date.

Russia’s illegal annexation of Crimea and de facto invasion of eastern Ukraine, via Kremlin’s support for pro-Russian separatists, shows that historical aspirations of Russian imperialism never went away and Putin still sees Ukraine as part of greater Russia.  But the question is not how Putin sees Ukraine. 
The question is to what degree the West is willing to tolerate the Russian covert invasion of Ukraine that threatens the entire global order established after the Second World War?

