Anna, Urukova, University of Antwerp, intern to Pierre-Luc Dusseault, MP for Sherbrooke

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen 
 My name is Anna Urukova. I am a Canada-Ukraine Parliamentaty Program Intern in the office of Ève Péclet, MP for La Pointe-de-l'Île. Additionally, I am enrolled in a Master Program at the University of Antwerp, Belgium. I would like to thank you for joining us here today. I will speak about the outstanding initiative of western-educated students to which CUPP Alumni also belong, called the “PROFESSIONAL GOVERNMENT PROJECT”. 
The initiative was organized in March 2014 soon after the cruel events of Maydan (as Independence Square in Kyiv was renamed), which demonstrated how fervently my Ukrainian nation wanted changes towards democracy, the rule of law and transparency. Therefore, alumni associations of Western graduates who returned to Ukraine after completing their university studies abroad, decided to place the Ukrainian state on the road of prosperity and democratization. 
The Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary Program Alumni Association (a registered NGO in Ukraine) is also a part of the Professional Government Project, as you can see it on the screen where all the participating alumni associations are listed. Overall, there are approximately 1500 western-educated graduates who expressed their desire to contribute with their diversified knowledge and experience to work in Ukrainian governmental institutions, without pay or with little remuneration, part-time of full-time to implement western-style reforms and practices.
The project coordinators are responsible for compiling vacancies for government positions and disseminating these among the database of western-educated graduates. The database expands on a daily basis, as more and more people, who return to Ukraine after graduation from foreign universities, are willing to join the initiative.
During 6 months of work the project coordinators received 47 proposals from government officials for which the initiative provided 588 resumes. As a result, 28 graduates of the Professional Government initiative received job offers from different state institutions and public companies, among which Naftogaz Ukraine, Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Economics, Ministry of Infrastructure and many others which you can see on the screen 
We are confident that such initiatives, which attract the brightest and most knowledgeable Ukrainians with profound educational background and sound working experience, are crucial to the development of a successful, democratic and transparent state as part of a wider European family of nations. 

On behalf of the Professional Government Initiative I would like to thank Canadian Government for its immense contribution towards development of future Ukrainian leaders and policy-makers.  
